Deer Park Community Advisory Council
Monday, November 29, 2021

DPCAC Reviews Cancer Data
To find data about cancer in Deer Park, Deer Park Community Advisory Council (DPCAC) asked its facilitator to
search the Texas Cancer Registry (TCR) and also to summarize studies previously conducted for the
community-industry forum by the state health department. Recent cancer statistics on Deer Park were not
found, but data comparing Texas to other states and Harris County to other counties in Texas were available.
Information came primarily from the Texas Cancer Registry, Cancer Epidemiology Health and Surveillance
Branch, Texas Department of State Health Services and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Prevention’s
US Cancer Statistics.
TCR describes cancer as “the name given to a collection of more than 100 related diseases. In all types of
cancer, some of the body’s cells begin to divide without stopping and spread into surrounding tissues.” The
law requires hospitals, pathology labs, and certain other medical institutions and professionals to report all
cancers diagnosed and treated in the state to TCR.
Cancer incidence is the number of newly diagnosed cases during a time period. From 2014-2018, the cancer
incidence rate per 100,000 population was 449 in the US, 411 in Texas, and 393 in Harris County. During those
same years, the cancer death rate was 156 people per 100,000 in the US, 148 in Texas, and 145 in Harris
County.
The CDC defines a cancer cluster as a greater-than expected number of cancer cases that occur within a group
of people in a geographical area over a period of time. Texas health department studies conducted for DPCAC
in 1995, 2000, 2004, and 2008 did not find significantly higher cancer rates except for 3 sites in the 2000
report. (Site refers to the location of the cancer within the body.) After seeing part of the protocol for
conducting a cancer cluster study, discussion in small groups did not support DPCAC requesting one at this
time.
DPCAC’s Jan. 24 meeting, via Zoom, will feature the annual “State of the Plants” report. Visitors are welcome!
For an invitation, contact info@deerparkcac.org. Read about DPCAC meetings and see summaries of our most
recent presentations at www.deerparkcac.org.

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
Each CAC agenda offers time for updates from community and plant members. On a set schedule, at each meeting, two or three
DPCAC plants provide written updates on safety and environmental performance and business news. At any meeting, plants with
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significant news make verbal reports. Members report on community activities or ask questions related to the CAC. The CAC also
makes decisions on organizational matters as needed. Highlights from Plant Updates are listed here. They cover April - November
2021.

Dow Chemical – No reportable quantity events and no recordable injuries during this reporting period.
COVID-19 precautions remain in effect but have allowed community volunteerism to resume.

“The primary products produced in the Dow Deer Park plant are acrylates, methacrylates and Primene®. These
products are used in a variety of end-use applications including paints, plastics, disposable diapers, fuel
additives, antioxidants, caulks and much more. The primary products produced at the Dow Lone Star are waterbased emulsions which are used in many products such as paint, adhesives, sealants, and paper.”

GEO Specialty Chemicals – Purchased another low NOx boiler, which reduces emissions of nitrogen

oxides. No reportable spills, outfall excursions, or air releases during the reporting period. (No reportable air
releases for last 3 years.) OSHA recordable rate is 0.00 year to date and was 0.00 in 2020.
“The GEO Specialty Chemicals, Deer Park Facility is a specialty chemicals manufacturing site producing two primary
products: Glycine and DAXAD® dispersing agents. Glycine is the simplest, naturally occurring amino acid. It is used
in a variety of applications in the food industry and in pet foods as a flavor enhancer. It also has several
pharmaceutical, agricultural, and personal care applications. DAXAD® is a Naphthalene Sulfonate dispersant agent
used in a number of industries. Applications include concrete mixes, wallboard, rubber manufacturing, leather
dyes, paper and paint manufacturing, and agricultural products.”
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